[Development of research on tumor dormancy].
Tumor dormancy is not only a biologic character in malignant tumor cells but also the key cause of failure to the treatment, metastasis, and recurrence of tumors. In this article, the evidence of tumor dormancy in patients, the evolution of the definition of tumor dormancy, the establishment of the animal mode of tumor dormancy, and the molecular mechanism of tumor dormancy were reviewed. Recent progress on novel antitumor drugs through inducing tumor dormancy was summarized.